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305 native island families now have a healthy home

Improving water supply infrastructure, training in healthy living, and the integrated care and
management of preventable childhood illnesses.

Monday, April 18th of this leptospirosis and waterborne diarrhea through the
year, 305 housing improve- implementation of the Strategy for Healthy Envi-
ments were officially deliv- gy ronments. It focused on improving housing condi-
i~ ered to beneficiary families [ tions, including water supply and environmental
 in the San Andrés Islands § sanitation for 305-rural families.
- at an event attended by the
: & families, and representa-
tives of the Natlonal Technical Committee, Ministry of
Environment, Housing and Territorial Development,
Ministry of Social Welfare, National Institute of
Health, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Local Govern-/i
ment, the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO) and the executive agencies of Habitat For §
Humanity, Colombia (HFHC).

This project involved training
, and educating 50 people from
& the community, along with envi-
ronmental health officials, as
facilitators and community
workers. HPHC was able to
develop local volunteers through a process as part
1 of the Healthy Housing strategy of contributing pro-
tective factors in health, environment and housing
to individuals, families and topthe community. This
was accomplished with the assistance of the Bo-
gota and San Andrés Regional Centers for Health
Services.

Dr. Teofilo Monteiro, Sustain-
able Development and PAHO
Environmental Health Advisor,
said, "The most rewarding part
of the process is looking for |
families to have a more stable
water supply, based in rain::
water harvesting. They have ;a
great chance for overall improvement, and there are
specific cases that we can_identify [in which] families
have a big change, not just in infrastructure, but also

"This project is an important feature in the frame-
work of PAHO: technical cooperation that actually
seeks to implement the ‘methodologies and tech-
nologies associated with ‘a strategy that has been
used throughout South America," said Dr. Mon-
teiro. "This project is characterized by the improve-

a chang.e in their way of life: a change that improves ment of housing under the Healthy Housing pro-
the family structure in terms of making the house a ject. Having Habitat for Humanity as a strategic
focal point for family activities." partner was very timely--very positive for project

implementation, because the OPS was looking to

have an institution that would also aim to improve
. housing and Ithy environments for fami-

The previous project "Healthy San Andreas" was an
initiative of the Government of San Andrés, who

through PAHO and the project managers HPHC and lies."
Staff & Health (S&H), followed it with the launch of &=
this project "Healthy San Andrés Phase I1"iin Octo- Global Village on the island

ber, 2008.

| During the development of
the' project, three interna-
| tional brigades--42 volun-
teers--participated. This
was a positive experience
living the mission of Habitat

"Healthy San Andrés phase II"

This project was created in order to unite technical,
administrative and financial resources in an effort to
fight preventable diseases, especially dengue,
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in a shared effort of mutual assistance, cultural ex-
change, and community outreach between benefici-
ary families and international volunteers.

Paul Van Ast, leader of the first
group, is from Houston, Texas. His
group included 11 participants, one
from Egypt, one from Canada and
nine from the United States. "I've
been working with villagers to.make
better and healthier homes," said
Paul, "installing new kitchens and
~ new bathrooms. Local people were very friendly and
4 very helpful, it was great playing with children. | am
| very impressed with Habitat' and its unity with the
community. "

In a letter directed to HFHC, volun-

teer Gruschow Dawn, assistant to/the

Second Brigade, wrote, "The Habitat

group came to help the people of

San Andrés, but they have not real-

ized how much they have helped me.

They have given me a gift by being

the way they are. They have shown

that selfless and caring people exist in the world
B \who want to improve humanity, and break superfici-
ality. | am grateful to each of them."

Nubia Figuare, a project beneficiary, said, "Thanks to each and
every one of you for the help you have given me. | have no words to
adequately express my gratitude. | never expected anyone who
doesn't know me to help me in this way."

CAFETERO NEWS

In  Quimbaya-Quindio, in contractual
agreement with the Mayor of the Mu- ==
nicipality and CT engineers, HFHC built
the multi-family block "Citadel's Dream
Stage III," and on March 15, four fami-
lies were given new homes!

ANTIOQUIA NEWS

The Mayor of Medellin, through the Urban
Development Corporation (EDU), developed
the Integral Improvement Program
Neighborhood (MIB) in which HFHC partici-
pated as a social operator in the Santo Do-
mingo Savio barrio. HPHC helped find and
manage growth targets for new and replace-
ment housing in No. 1 on the west side of
the hill, and numbers 018, 019, 021, 022,
023, 033, 034, 035, and 041 as directed by
the EDU. ,

Program " intervention in f&
this area was based in|
community awareness and
implementation of a diag-
nosis to select families that meet the techni-
cal, social, economic and legally sufficient
requirements to obtain the,benefits of subsi-
dies, awarded for the implementation of
eigh@/-one (81) home improvements and
construction of sixty-seven (67) new homes-
-all in accordance with the targets set by the
EDU.

Gladis Zuluaga, Coordinator of the Antioquia
Office, said, "In regards to Habitat for Hu-
manity, the experience implementing this
agreement was significant as they provided
a number of valuable inputs for the imple-
mentation of major projects. These projects
were articulated so additional public entities
and nonprofit organizations could always
keep their si t'on providing benefits to
the community--in= consideration of all its
dimensions--by building a process of admin-
istrative land saocial management to serve as
a modelifor similar projects."
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Five mothers, heads of households,
need to improve their homes

The Municipality of Soacha is
located in the southwestern
highlands called Sabana de Bo-
gota.

The most prominent feature of

the population of Soacha is a
recent history of migration. Violence and economic
difficulties have promoted this phenomenon across the
country, as Internally Displaced Persons move to the
capital where they hope to have more opportunities.
Given the proximity of Soacha to Bogota, this munici=
pality has been the destination of many Colombian
IDPs.

Such is the case of Miriam Ortiz,
a 48-year-old mother and the S
head of her household of six
children. Threatened by violent S==
groups operating outside the
law, Mirian and her family had|to === ==
abandon their farm in Sumapaz. "They kllled two
brothers and here | am, fighting with my children," she
said. "It's terrible, it's sad.” Currently, they have a roof
and four walls, but unfortunately their house needs
major work: a proper floor, and repairs to the kitchen,
the bathroom and the patio. Their economic conditions
are not the best: Mirian makes about 160,000 pesos
(about 85 U.S. dollars) per month to support herself
and her children, doing whatever work she can find.

This is just one of the stories that female heads of
household must live daily. Habitat for Humanity Co-
lombia, in partnership with the Order of St. John of
God, and the support of other organizations, inter-
venes to improve the lives of these families. "The
situation of our beneficiaries|is very poor, both finan-
cially and personally. They are completely vulnerable
people," says Lucelia Fontana, social worker St.
John's, who has worked in the area for three years.
"Besides the need for housing, there are a lot of other
needs like nutrition, recreation, healthcare, and we are
trying...to look at all of these aspects, but we always
begin with the home."

Global Village Colombia, 2011

Through a cooperation agreement between the Social Housing
Fund and urban renewal district "CORVIVIENDA" the Mayor of
Cartagena - Argos Foundation - Olézaga Hernan Echavarria
Foundation - The Minuto de Dios Corporation and HFHC, inter-
national volunteers worked for 50 families to improve their
housing conditions

Fourteen volunteers of the Presbyterian Church of Cape
Cod, led by Pastor Dale Rosenberger,

in addition to donating their time mak-

ing improvements to beams, ceilings,

floors, kitchens, and bathrooms, do-

nated a wheelchair to Abigail Morales,

a young, disabled woman. The volun-

teers saw her lying on the ground when

they went to work each day, and it cap-

tured their hearts. They took the initiative and bought her a
wheelchair.

To bring the work to a close each week, volunteers held cele-
brations at a local school with children from the community,
wherein they gave clothes to the assisting families, and these
families thanked the volunteers for their support.

This brigade made donations and expressed their interest in
continuing to support the cause in Colombia.

Nine volunteers of Habitat Yakima
Valley for one week made improve-
ments in some Ararca housing. These
volunteers were led by Bruce Willis--a
member of the Board-- and accompa-
nied by the Chairman thereof, the Di-
rector of the affiliate, and by other col-
leagues. .

"The experience has been fabulous," said Gustavo Carvajal, a
Colombian living in the state of Washington, who participated in
the brigade. "It was a very good example of the commitment
and gratitude we receive from this community when we work
together. Thanks for giving us the opportunity to serve to-
gether."

After a week of work and to close the project, the brigade con-
ducted a softball game, with volunteers, workers, families, and
the community. It is worth noting the work of Andrew Jhonston,
a Canadian, who for four consecutive years has volunteered on
the Atlantic Coast.
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The Winter season does not stop
in Colombia

Strong Colombian winters continue to harm mil-
lions of families around the country. According to a
special council meeting of ministers on April 25,
2011, the number of people affected increased to
3,043,402 last year.

Throughout the year, the number of people af-
fected was 208,581, which was added to those
affected in 2010. The number of homes destroyed
by winter conditions was 5,737, and around
345,886 have been damaged. Of the 32 govern-
mental districts within Colombia, 28 have been
damaged, with the areas most affected being
Magdalena, Bolivar, Sucre, Cérdoba, Choco, An-
tioquia and Cundinamarca.

Habitat for Humanity Colombia invites the solidar-
ity of our volunteers, members and donors in Co-
lombia, the U.S. and elsewhere, to join with us in
providing humanitarian aid and relief funds for
housing repair.

AMWAY Colombia will conduct a reconnais-
sance visit to the project conducted by HFHC
and the Order of St. John;of God for the care of
100 families in housing and training programs in
financial literacy in Ciudadela Sucre, Soacha,
May 5, 2011.

Please join our
actions through
the creation of
partnerships, do-
nating time or
making a financial
or material contri-
bution.

If you would like to donate, please make direct any support to AS-
SOCIATION HABITAT FOR HUMANITY COLOMBIA, BANK AC-
COUNT NUMBER (AV VILLAS NATIONAL COLLECTION) No.
016143406, Reference 1. WRITE THE NUMBER 20 AND THE
REFERENCE 2. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ID NUMBER WITH
ANY DONATION.

For online donations, please visit: http://www.habitat.org/donation,
and select COLOMBIA as your donation objective.

For donations in the United States, please send checks to Habitat
Street, Americus, GA 31709 USA - Make checks payable to Habi-
tat Colombia, please include the code 821500-Colombia on the
memo line.

With your support we cgan buy materials, land for housing and de-
velop social programs for beneficiaries. Thanks to your contribu-
tions more families will have a home, and together we will truly pro-
vide a habitat for Colombian humanity.

1
The company Bayer Colombia , in solidarity with HFHC is ’
leading an initiative through the Bayer Employees Club for the
improvement and renovation of housing for five families, mostly
single mothers, in Ciudadela Sucre, Soacha, July 2011.

ACTIVITIES THANKS
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National

Squad na

Family Fi-
nances

Centro de formacion de talento humano en salud y Centro
de la construccion en Bogota y San Andrés SENA

Gobernacion de San Andrés, Providencia y Santa Catali-

Organizacién Panamericana de Salud OPS
Orden San Juan de Dios
Voluntarios Nacionales e internacionales

Habitat para la Humanidad Colombia
Revision

Global Villa- Citi group L Olimpo Rojas, Gerente programatico
ge Cisco Editing and Design
ECLOF Paola Mora, Comunicadora Nacional
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OFICINA
NACIONAL
Tranv272 N°53B-31

VALLE DEL CAUCA
Carrera 412 N°5-99
Tel: (572) 2446286

Buenaventura

Tel: (571) 2350090
Bogota, D.C

NORTE CAUCA
Carrera 13 N°7-56
Piso 2
Tel: (572) 8298367
Santander de

EJE CAFETERO COSTA ATLANTICA
Calle 20 N°15-41 Carrera 23N°19-51
Of. 204 Oficina 203
Tel: (576) 7442538 Tel: (575) 2825197
Armenia Sincelejo

ANTIOQUIA
Carrera 49 N°49-73
Tel: (574) 5719867

Medellin

Quilichao




